Getting Your Seized Laptop/Equipment Back:
If your property gets seized, here are the steps you must take to get your equipment back:
• Go to 850 Bryant Street, 2nd floor, room 101.
• Get a form called Order to Show Cause [Why Property Should Not Be
Returned] and fill it out. (You don't have a case number yet, but you'll need
the police report number and list of property taken.
• Take the form to Department 18. (If you go from 9 to 10:30, the judge is
not on the bench, but the Clerk is there. Tell them that you want to get
seized property back. The Clerk may take the form from you and tell you to
come back the next day, or tell you to wait to see the judge.)
• The Judge will sign the form and give you a court date.
• You will pick up the signed form, probably the next day. You'll need at
least 5 copies of it. There isn't a place to do this at the Hall of Justice,
though you can ask at the Clerk's Office. You may have to go across the
street to a bailbonds place.
• Take the form to Room 101 and give it to a clerk to file it. They will stamp
all the copies.
• Take one stamped copy to the Police Department at room 475.
• Take one stamped copy to the District Attorney's Office at room 322.
• If you can, get in touch with Attorney Ronnie Wagner, who handles these
matters for the Police Department. Her number is (415) 553-1147. (Be very
nice.)
• Tell her why it is a hardship for you not to have your property and ask if she
can get the stuff back to you before the hearing date. If not, wait for your
hearing date.
• Show up. Court doesn't start until after 10A in Department 18, though it
will tell you to be there at 9. When they call your case, if there is no
opposition from Ms. Wagner or the DA's office, you will get your stuff
back that same day. Bring photo ID, and if you have it, proof of ownership.
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